
What is the IGMR?
The IGFA Great Marlin Race (IGMR) is a partnership between IGFA and Stanford University that pairs recreational 
anglers with satellite tags to learn more about the basic biology of marlin and how they utilize their open ocean 
habitat. Tag data generated from this program is open-access and provide valuable information that can be used to 
enact better international conservation measures for marlin around the world. 

The IGMR programs Wildlife 
Computers miniPAT tags to record 

data on billfish for 240 days

$4,500 USD covers the price of the tag, a titanium anchor dart, a stainless steel applicator 
tip, satellite communication time, and materials involved in painting and programming 
the tag. IGFA and Stanford University make no profit from tag sales.

Race Your Friends
The sponsor of the marlin who travels the farthest will win the 
2016 New Zealand IGMR. The overall winner of the IGFA 
Great Marlin Race- the sponsor of the marlin whose tag 
travels the farthest of all in the race year – will be honored at 
the annual IGFA International Auction & Banquet in January of 
2018 and will receive complimentary lodging. All sponsors will 
receive periodic updates about the marlin tagged in the 2017 
New Zealand IGMR as well as a comprehensive race report 
about the behavior of their fish after the race is complete. 

"Conservation is part of the sport and anyone who is truly commited to the sport, should invest.  
The IGMR helps to keep the sport alive" - Marty Firestein, WInner of the 2013-2014 IGFA Great Marlin Race 

IGMR Statistics

The IGMR is thrilled to announce New Zealand as the 21st country joining the race! To date, the IGMR has deployed 254 
tags on billfish in 20 countries around the globe (149 blue marlin, 68 black marlin, 16 white marlin, 6 striped marlin, 8 
sailfish and 7 spearfish). Combined, these fish have traveled a total point to point distance of 159,239 nautical miles and 
counting! 

Technology
The IGMR uses Wildlife Computers pop-up archival satellite tags. The tags collects temperature, pressure, and light data 
every minute it's on the billfish. Once the tag pops off at the pre-programmed date of 240 days, it floats to the surface 
and relays daily summaries of the stored data via Argos satellites back to the labratory at Stanford University.  



About one month after the tag pops off of the fish, tracks 
are placed on the IGMR Website http://igmr.igfa.org 
and are available to everyone. The IGMR is an open 
access data sharing system and all tag data are freely 
available to scientists, fisheries managers, and anyone 
else who requests it. 

The  tag data generated from each tags includes time, date, ambient 
water temperature, latitutde and longitude, and pressure (which 
scientists use to calculate depth). The temperature and depth data 
provide valuable information on what part of the water column the 
fish use and the oceanographic structure of the water column, and 
light level data are used to estimate the location of the fish and 
develop a best-fit track.

Figure 1. The tracks of blue marlin 
tagged off of Puerto Rico.

Figure 3. This fish made remarkable 
dives down to an incredible 600 m 
where the water was a frigid 6oC. 

Figure 2. This figure shows the 
depths at which the marlin spent its 

time.

The International Game Fish Association is a not-for-profit organization committed to the conservation of game fish and the 
promotion of  responsible, ethical angling practices through science, education, rule making and record keeping.

Email:  hq@igfa.org • Website: www.igfa.org

Join the world's largest citizen science billfish satellite tagging project 

There is a real need to deploy satellite tags in the 
southwestern Pacific Ocean in order to develop a 
better understanding of population connectivity on 
a global level. The more tags we deploy on these 
marlin, the more insight we will have, and 
the better ability to protect the future of our sport.

For more information on sponsoring a satellite 
tag, please contact IGFA Conservation Coordinator 
Leah Baumwell at lbaumwell@igfa.org. 

Can I see the data? 

Some figures partcipants can expect in their final report include tracks of their fish (Figure 1), the proportion of time 
their billfish spent at a certain temperature and depth (Figure 2), and it's diving behavior (Figure 3). Data like these 
identify patterns in habitat use and help scientists draw conclusions about billfish behaviors.  

What do we learn from the data?  

There is a real need to deploy more 
tags off the coast of New Zealand




