
SWORDY BISTRO LUNCH MENU 
SERVED:   WED-SUN 12PM – 3PM 

 

 

Please order all meals at the bar 

* If you have any dietary requirements or allergies, please inform our staff 
 

 

Seafood Chowder 

A medley of shrimp, surimi, fish and oyster served with garlic bread 

Small - $10    |    Large - $15 

 

 

Classic NZ Beef Burger 

Prime 100% NZ Beef Pattie on a toasted bun served with fries - $15 

 

 

Fish & Chips  

A Swordy Club favourite – beer battered fish served with salad and fries - $15 

 

 

Salt & Pepper Squid 

Tender squid lightly dusted with salt and pepper, served with lemon and tartare and a side salad - $14 

 

 

 Orongo Bay Oysters  

A local delicacy served natural (GF), battered or Kilpatrick  

 ½ Dozen - $17    |    Dozen - $34 

Kilpatrick – add $2 

 

 

Seafood Salad 

King prawn, calamari or scallop or a combination served on a cos salad with crispy bacon                                             

and tossed in a Caesar Salad dressing 

1 Option - $18    |    Combination - $22 

 

 

Open Steak Sandwich 

Grilled scotch steak on toasted focaccia bread with lettuce, red onions, tomato and aioli, served with fries - $18 

 

  

Thai Warm Beef Salad 

Spicy stir fried beef tossed with seasonal salad crispy noodles - $16 

 

 



The Bay of Islands Swordfish Club is the second oldest game fishing club in the world and the 

oldest game fishing club in New Zealand with a history dating back to 1910.  

In February 1915, Major A D Campbell caught the first marlin on rod and line in the Bay of Islands. 

Kingfish started it all. A group of hardy pioneers found that catching them was a grand and adventurous sport. 

It was man against fish and the only aid a man had was a crude socket to hold the rod butt, that and the muscles of his hands and 

arms. Rods were long and slender, probably a development of the English Salmon Rod and certainly quite unsuitable for the job. 

Many magnificent game fish were lost and often the fisherman did not know what they had hooked. But those who did dreamed of 

landing one. One of those men was a Scotsman, Major A.D. Campbell, who came to New Zealand every year to fish for trout and 

kingfish. During the summer of 1914, he was trolling for kingfish around Bird Rock, but was troubled by kahawai, which grab the 

lure every time and did not give the kingfish time to get near it.  

Back in England, Major Campbell told the story to the Hardy brothers, famous tackle makers, and they made him a special rod, reel 

and line. He returned to the Bay of Islands the following year with the new gear in great excitement.  

They soon had kahawai for bait and rigged one to troll behind the launch. A marlin struck, but Major Campbell was too excited and 

failed to hook it. The second bait went over and suddenly he saw the water hump up into a v-shaped wave behind the skipping 

kahawai and for an instant before the strike he had a chilling glimpse of a massive blue and silver fish. Then the water exploded in a 

white boil, the rod smashed down into a deep curve and the reel screamed. Smoke rose from the brake strap as Major Campbell 

thumbed it desperately on to the spinning drum. Somehow, he stopped that racing fish and won back some line as the launch ran 

toward it. He put the pressure on and turned it, but he could not hold it and they had to follow as it made it’s run. On and on this 

went for an hour until the fish was beaten. He led it in to the launch and it was gaffed and made secure.  

The fish was a striped marlin of 233lb, nine feet four inches long and three feet ten inches in girth. The first ever caught on rod and 

line in New Zealand waters. The excitement was tremendous when the fish was brought in to Russell and weighed. 

To celebrate this historic event, the Bay of Islands Swordfish Club is hosting a series of tournaments and events. To find out 

more about these tournaments and events please contact us: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUSSELL OFFICE 

25 The Strand, Russell   -   4037857 

swordfish@xtra.co.nz  

Hours:  Mon - Fri:  9am - 5pm 

www.swordfish.co.nz 

 

 

PAIHIA CLUBHOUSE 

96 Marsden Road, Paihia   -   4027773 

Hours:  Mon – Sun open from 4pm 

 

RUSSELL CLUBHOUSE 

25 The Strand, Russell   -   4037857 

Hours: Mon – Tue open from 4pm 

 Wed – Sun open from 12pm 

mailto:swordfish@xtra.co.nz
http://www.swordfish.co.nz/

